TEACHERS OF THE PUNJAB
18. GURU TEG BAHADUR
t
GURU Teg Bahadur, the youngest son of the sixth
Guru Har Gobind and his wife Nanaki, was born
at Amritsar in Vaishakh or May, A.D. 1622. He
was a fine strong boy for his age and his father Har
Gobind prophesied that he would grow up a mighty
hero. He gave him the name of Teg Bahadur or
the Brave Sword and foretold that Teg Bahadur
would beget a son, who would overthrow the Moghul
tyranny.
When Guru Har Krishan died and his dying
words 'Baba Bakala' were known, no less than
twenty-two Sikhs of Bakala wrongfully declared
themselves the occupants of the spiritual throne.
Teg Bahadur, disgusted with their behaviour, shut
himself in his house. The false gurus were at last
confounded by one Makhan Shah. In imminent
danger of shipwreck, he had vowed, if he escaped,
to give five hundred gold mohurs to the Guru. He
did escape and once safe on dry land he tried to find
the Guru to whom he would pay the five hundred
gold mohurs. Instead of one Guru, he found twenty-
two. He tested them all in turn. He offered each
of them two gold mohurs. These they greedily
accepted, ignorant of his vow to give five-hundred.
Makhan Shah felt sure that all the twenty-two were
impostors. He asked whether there was no else in
Bakala ht to be guru. He was told that there was
one Teg Bahadur, a man in every way fitted to be
guru; but he made no claim to be one. Makhan